
Eat With a handful of always-
packed spots—including 
Francine Bistro (francinebistro.
com; $$$) and casual pub 
Shepherd’s Pie (shepherdspie 
rockport.com; $$)—chef Brian 
Hill is the emperor of the 
Penobscot Bay dining scene.  
His latest, Seabright (seabright 
camden.com; $$), turns out 
perfectly charred wood-fired 
pizzas. Annemarie Ahearn 
worked for Tom Colicchio in 
New York before opening Salt 
Water Farm (saltwaterfarm.com; 
$$$), where she leads cooking 
workshops and classes; she also 
runs a light-filled café nearby, 
with a patio overlooking the bay. 
James Beard Award winner 
Melissa Kelly grows her own 
produce (and raises pigs and 
chickens) on the grounds of her 
Italian-inspired Primo (primo 
restaurant.com; $$$$), set in a 
rambling Victorian.

Do Rockland is the region’s 
cultural hub, its gallery-lined 
Main Street anchored by the 

Radar

Surf-to-fork food, Wyeth paintings,  
and pebbly beaches—the Midcoast is where 

even Mainers go to find the real Maine.

weekender

Getting There 
Fly to Portland and drive  
75 miles east. From Boston, 
it’s 3½ hours by car.

Famous Residents 
Don “American Pie”  
McClean; author Richard 
Russo; various Rockefellers.

Miles of Coastline 
1,500, made rugged by  
an ancient glacier. 

See the Light 
Rockland’s Breakwater 
Lighthouse is a scenic,  
nearly mile-long walk  
down a granite seawall.

MIDCOAST 
AT A GLANCE  

Farnsworth Art Museum 
(farnsworthmuseum.org), where 
an impressive Wyeth family 
collection is the prime draw. 
Down the block, boutique 
Four Twelve (shopfourtwelve.
com) carries brands such as 
Steven Alan, plus its own 
linen-focused Nuthatch line. 
Rockport’s Center for Maine 
Contemporary Art (cmcanow.
org) showcases local artists; in 
2015 it will relocate to a Toshiko 
Mori–designed building in 
Rockland. Just inland, Camden 
Hills State Park (maine.gov)  
has 30 miles of hiking trails.  

Stay Two Dutch expats have 
transformed the 20-room 
Camden Harbour Inn 
(camdenharbourinn.com; $$$)  
into the area’s smartest boutique 
hotel, with textured wallpaper, 
velvet accents, and spalike 
bathrooms. Looking for a family 
retreat? Samoset Resort 
(samosetresort.com; $$), in 
Rockport, has 230 waterfront 
acres, a pool, shuffleboard, and a 
golf course. —brook e p ort er k at z
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The Surinam  
Suite at the Camden 
Harbour Inn. 

Boats in Penobscot Bay, 
near Rockport.

Robert Indiana’s EAT 
(1964) above Rockland’s 
Farnsworth Art Museum. 

Alex Ruhland-Syquia and Andrew 
Kesselring, managers at Salt Water  
Farm’s café and market, in Rockport. 

Four Twelve boutique, 
in Rockland. 

Whole branzino at 
Rockland’s Primo. 
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 Don’t just putter around  
the house. Sign up for our 
Weekend Getaways newsletter 
at tandl.me/nwsltrs.

1

penobscot
bay


